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BISP INVITES SHAMIM AKHTAR AND ZAHIDA KAZMI UNDER ‘BISP
EMPOWERS TALK’ INITIATIVE
SHAMIM AKHTAR AND ZAHIDA KAZMI ARE SOURCE OF INSPIRATION FOR
BISP BENEFICIARIES: MARVI MEMON
Islamabad (
): Breaking stereotypes and driving through gender-based obstacles are critical to social
and financial empowerment of women. The present government is committed to cultivate an environment
in which role of women grows in the betterment of their families, society and country. Shamim Akhtar
and Zahida Kazmi are role models of self-reliance and source of inspiration for BISP beneficiaries. This
was stated by the Minister of State and Chairperson BISP, MNA Marvi Memon, in her welcome note,
during an event organized at BISP Secretariat under “BISP Empowers Talk” (BET) initiative.

“BISP Empowers Talk” (BET) is a BISP initiative to encourage idea generation, success transfer,
motivation and inspiration for BISP beneficiaries in order to increase empowerment, dignity and meaning
to life.
Under this initiative, BISP had invited Shamim Akhtar and Zahida Kazmi for a talk with BISP
beneficiaries. Shamim Akhtar, a 53-year-old single mother from Rawalpindi, is Pakistan’s first female
truck driver who started driving in the face of financial hardships. She highlighted that she was the only
one to get PSV (Public Service Vehicle) license whereas eleven male applicants couldn’t even pass the
driving test. She narrated that she started from knitting and sewing and further switched over to driving
and then established a driving school. More than thousand drivers have been trained in her driving school.
Zahida Kazmi, a widow, is the first Pakistani female taxi driver who has been earning livelihood as taxi
driver for the past two decades. She started as a clerk in Sindh secretariat, switched over to driving when
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif gave her first taxi of Yellow Cab Scheme. Once denied entry into airport as

a taxi driver she rose to the position of chairperson of the All Pakistan Yellow Cab Federation. On
invitation of Aurat Foundation she has trained twelve female drivers. Now she aims for UC district
member from Rawalpindi.
While talking to BISP beneficiaries, Shamim Akhtar and Zahida Kazmi emphasized upon depending on
own strengths in order to survive and contribute in the welfare of their families. They argued that nothing
was too difficult if women had the will. However, if women made them believe that they could not do
certain tasks, nothing would work for them. They appealed BISP beneficiaries to get advantage of the
social and financial assistance received from BISP in overcoming the problems of hunger and poverty.
They praised the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for his pro-poor policies that have been instrumental in
supporting needy and courageous women like them.

On the occasion, Chairperson BISP said that the objective of “BISP Empowers Talk” is to put women
role models in front of most vulnerable women of Pakistan to encourage them to get out of misery created
by poverty and other discriminations. She added that BISP is beacon of light for the struggling

beneficiaries with an aim to break the poverty net and become self-sufficient as envisioned by Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif.
The event was attended by members of Parliament, diplomats, representatives of government
organizations, national and international organizations, media, civil society, Secretary BISP Muhammad
Saleem Ahmed Ranjha, BISP officials and a large number of BISP beneficiaries.

